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Aylett Family Tradition. 99 

Deaths. 

Mary, wife of John Jervis, Jan. 1, 1750. 
Perin Smith, Jan. 30, 1752. 
Ann Smith, Jan. 5, 1752. 
Israel, son of Israel Smith, April 7, 1752. 
Mary Plummer, April 26, 1752. 
Eobert, son of Robert Reade, October 26, 1759. 
Mary, daughter of Capt. Gwyn Reade, November 6, 1759. 
Capt. Thomas Machen, December 22, 1759. 
Letitia Ransone, Jan. 11, 1760. 
William Dudley, Jan. 15, 1760. 

Lucy, daughter of Humphrey Gwyn, died March 16, 1771. 
Thomas Dawson, clerk of the New Church, died July 28, 1770. 
John, son of Humphrey Gwyn, was drowned in Milford 
Haven, 1770. 



AYLETT FAMILY TRADITION. 
Communicated by William Winston Fontaine. 

The following account of the first ancestor in America of the 
Ayletts was written for me, by my uncle, General Philip Aylett, 
of Montville, King Wm. Co., Va.— born Oct. 31, 1791— who re- 
ceived it from his father, Colonel Philip Aylett, born March 12, 
1767. 

Wm. Winston Fontaine, 

Galveston, Texas. 



"The tradition is that John Aylett, our first American pro- 
genitor, born about 1630, was a younger son of the High Sheriff 
of Essex County, England, during the reign of King Charles I., 
and that he being a devoted adherent of the King, suffered much, 
both in person and property; and was a prisoner in the Tower 
for some time. At present, I do not recall the name of John 
Aylett's father. It was a Bible name I remember. — Isaac, David, 
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Benjamin or Joseph — perhaps the last. All that I have heard of 
him is that he was a great favorite with King Charles I., who 
appointed him High-Sheriff, and what I have stated above. 

The tradition, which has come down to me through my father, 
states that John Aylett fought at the battle of Worcester, and 
that late in 1655 on account of the persecution of the Royalists, 
which followed their unsuccessful rising of that year John 
Aylett left England for Virginia in company with several other 
Royalists. He settled in what is now known as Northern Neck. 
Whom he married, I know not. He had a son Philip who moved 
to King William, as now known, and settled at Fair Field, which 
property has never been out of the possession of the Ayletts. 
John Aylett may have had other children. — I rather think that 
he had another son and daughters. 

Philip Aylett married and had a son Wm. Aylett, who married 
and had a son Philip Aylett, who married Martha Dandridge, 
and had four children. Their eldest son was Col. Wm. Aylett of 
the Revolution, who married Mary Macon. Their eldest son, 
Col. Philip Aylett was my father, who as you know, married 
Elizabeth Henry. 

Fontainbleau, August 15th, 1848." 



BOOKS IN WILLIAMSBURG. 

In 1736 the first newspaper was published in Williamsburg 
by William Parks. The province was before indebted to the 
gazettes of Boston and Pennsylvania, and a few of the richer 
class were occasionally supplied with European journals. Wil- 
liam Parks established a bookstore at his office. "In the session 
of 1744 there is a manifest improvement in the stile of the 
communications between several departments of government. 
In 1748 the advertisements of the booksellers prove a consider- 
able expansion of intellect. They had before this time enumera- 
ted abundance of theology and a few of the minor classics. The 
advertisements of this date contain some of the most approved 



